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Toc&auj , police and the violence That accompanies
Them are S ub‘\cbu\%ous 3s The rising sea.

FURTHER ~ READING

Graebcr,Dav'\d. Direct Action:. on e.\'\\nographs
AK Press, 2009

St+afford, Saralee and Shirly, Neal
" Delvsions of Progress: Tracing
the Origins of the Fo \ice in the

~ slave Palrols of the Ol& Sou‘l’hh
itSgeinqdown.org Sep 2.0\6

W\\\'\amS,AKr'\Shan. Our Enemies in Blue.
AK Press, 2004.

if, for exemple You attempt to  hariest 3 few cartlosds of produce
from the grocery store without paving the appropiate amount of tender
or affempt to barter a \mg\n\\j Taxed item without paying that TaX (weerctome

or if you are simPy born wWith melanin and are 1n The “wrong place atthe Wron
time, 1+ 1S hi 3\n\ﬂ \'\Ke\\j That you will come face 4o face with this violence”.
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< Them are 3 fairly
& thenomenon onthe world stage
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Y Countering this mdfh That policing
[ 1s nevitable and unpacking Their
g| dark origin Story can help us| Y
| +0 understand Therr role Today
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And perhaps ukha#ekg '
envision Their demise |7,

B Jroc\% Suhen

you hedr TalK of police reform: Body

cameras; federa\ oversignt e, remember that this 153 distadiont
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An aflempt by the state fo funnel our |
revolutionary energy badk Ito 3 System
that dos Tot and camet Serve. our Terests
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Bad policng 15T @ case of bad apples. its an instiution ifertrionally
construcied o enforce. The agendas of those with polder and money
Through Niolence. police mantain and uphold an economic order whic k

1S and 3ways has been hidnly @calized particulardy in The Unted Stetes |

SNE 1S genesiS, policing has comfinved, +o Bloat dt 8 Staggering
pace, Through The war on drugs, the growth of The private prison

and weapons Industries and a number of dther State  consalidation
nifiaknes. we now Live in 3 world where exireng state violence

S ubiquifods and Virtudly uncorfiested, Thefe s Natting NorRl dbodt This.
Aithiopologiadly . This 15 entirely  unique and therefore mytable.
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(RS Are beguing to form
35 people question The
©le of' police 1n comexx\Eorarg

Society. This coersation |
myst “be pushed YO /L |
s \og\ca\ coddusion. 9

b J ,
police are an dberration, 3 Midntmare
| we @n wike up from i We fore fuadity |

1.

The first recognizably Modern Po\\cé force was established In
London in the first half of The (%t Cetury by 3 man named Roberf Rec|

“?

, 1
7/41D
Peel modeled the depariment
atter The Roval Irish Constabulary
an orean he had himselt
founded 3 decade earlier To
maifan order n bridannias
festve ish colony- Rolicing 1n

its earles! form was expicitly

nformed by The colonial
experience e contraling 3

potentially |nsurgent population.

In London this of couse medtt the burgeoning
urknized and highly explotted proletariat:




Thouoh often mvisble, state sandioned
| A | | violence (or the Threat of' ) badks up
North American policding would even The: Pethest and non-crmindl of requlaiions
| Take o seperate but reldted course
owingto i unigue hislon@l Conditions

Graeber Points to {ire
[| code regulations used +o

2 || dustify violext evicion of

Squatters and prtestors who

In The narth, police developed along similar lines 3s their cousins e offen guiry of The
N Curope o profect 3 mushrooming system of uRge-labor peftiest of regulatory
capitalism from Threats by The woring ciass (ie. union organizing) violations (walking on The

strees) W They refuse
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At 1he fime, The police were Cast .,ﬁf‘/;;, ¢ @ &@ 7 @ They will mask Certainly
civillizafion from the ravaaes o W ';::jf‘§ P

" v/x,/ W 4o
B b3ck, goading People badk into 3 system where [ ////’ 1 |

B ey st work themselves o the one in order GRS

/A 0 Scrape togdher enoudnto pay The landlord KRR
SiIMplY o~ rest Thelr neads
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B e dothis because i i enomousiy "
pro?ﬁab\ﬁ to ma\man Ths nequity” 4

Thieat' has Shifted onto poor :_4 &S\ TAS \
k1 b s e (i T oy o o
feness has ex%a\\ R4 1o workThat wWasnt directly concemed
nclude Hhose Formerly @xcloded, | SMEshing Unonisi okl eafora
g lows lIKe vagmnay or disordedy Condy
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For & broad sacidogical explanation of the role ~ | During The Same Peﬁoc\ and in fadt even earlier in The
of police in our fime, LSE Arthropology  professor south, one Tinds only Sleve patrdls and "Gy guards” which
Dovid Graebers definition 1s particdlarly” useful: were developed to Maintaln Social contral over the Unique
| demogiaphics of large parts of The south;That 1s,a Majority
enslaved black population and 8 panicked white minority,
one G only condlude hat we are ) NI G =
dedling with 3 group of anmed, =l
lower Ecdhelon government gdministiators ~ R,
Traned in the scemitic appication ot = ;
PhuSIG {forceor The. Threat of’ o= 7 3
physical fotce o did 1N The fesalution . g
of administrative problems. N :
N T A -
{ Thes\f_ wcgrmai\lons *wOJ\EJLd e (’;,7,\/ Z;\?}
Police are GVQ\/Q irecty nto The z—?:‘\ :‘,;f_____‘___p
bureaucrats - %)\:C\e éezaﬁrl\ems O{@Eaﬁ W T
with quns 7 | &
o o
\ s &
They are the ackive R §° @ N
face of the state fom\: /7 / 4
Moropoly on vie\ence. B “*1 P Atter emancipation These newly founded police
- i’( @\\@ @ departments quickly St oot To Prop up Jim \
i A \ W crow Through 3 cempaigh of terrot’

(‘4\ SHRN 4 waged on The regons blacK population |\
redAd \ | brifalizing and arresting folks o feed into \
\ The convidl lebour system 0 Ofaer Ta
\ maintain the white supremacs] CONINIC Orde.
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Northern and southern models, while cosmenically different, were |
both ulfimately expressions of 3 national cconomic order that wWas
profoundly  dependert on vident enforement to maintain rself.

eXAMPIR , required northerners
To capfure and refurn former!
enslaved peoples even Outs\de
he legally demarcated Se Sidtes

Lster, The. Greal Migrafion broudnt hundreds

of Thousands of black folKs o norhern |
cities to work in the rapdly expanding ndustry
and new forms of Social Confol had 0 be. developed

policing in the second |

nalt of The 204 Cenfury
exploded \n Xina.

and jauls
~
[*a]
o

F $100

L 3% 2
T

0 2

I §40

o
o ©

(Billions

500000 4 __~

N & ¥

Ng mber of people tnp

T X o v
§’§%§»§8oo

==~ Incarcerated Populaion  —— Police spending

N briet: the so-called ujar on drugs, brolen windows and
9 Slew of' other facdized policing Mehoddlogies were ysed
1o Justify @ massive exparsian of policng IR largely black
and brown ™ neldbothoods a5 MUNApa\ and. Social services wele, QU

This brings VS To Where we are fodey with a Slave labor
prison system that InQreerstes moe blad< people
Today Than uhdex attel slaver |
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exewstes hyndreds of people” 3 uedr 3s 3 atter of Course >
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